dtSearch Desktop/Network
Indexing and Search techniques

T209 — SEARCHING FOR PEOPLE

dtSearch Desktop/Network is a powerful search tool used
by professionals for a wide variety of tasks. This article
describes how to search for people by name by using
proximity operators, soundex, user thesaurus and by
using a “list of words”. These are common processes
used in genealogy, investigative journalism, anti-money
laundering and law enforcement.

Prerequisites
dtSearch Desktop/Network 7.88 or later
User Thesaurus Plus add-on product (optional).

UPDATE: As from 6th Mar 2024 User Thesaurus Plus is no longer available for use with dtSearch end-
user products. It will continue to be supplied with the SiteSearchONE Premium plugin for use on a
single WordPress website. Some features of this product are also included in eSearch Universal
Desktop Search including the genealogy and other ‘name’ files mentioned in this article as well a Use
List search feature. See pages 7 & 8.

Copyright © 2020 dtSearch UK. All Rights Reserved.
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Introduction

Before you attempt to carry out name searching using the methods in this article, we recommend
that you follow the training course T207 to become familiar with setting up the initial indexing and
default settings.

For name searching Stemming should normally be off, and the WordNet Synonyms and Related
words should not be selected.

Proximity operator
A useful technique when searching for names is to use the w/n proximity connector; w/n is an
abbreviation for ‘within n words of’.

For example, to ensure that a search for Robert Smith will also find Smith, Robert or Robert Edward
Smith you should search using Robert w/2 Smith.

Sounds Like

If you are unsure of the spelling of a name, use the Phonic option to expand the search to similar
sounding names; this is based on the well-known Soundex algorithm to find name spelling variants.
You can select the Phonic checkbox to apply the Phonic option to all words or use the # symbol at
the front of just those names you are unsure of.

A weakness of the Soundex algorithm is that words must start with the same letter to be considered
a match. For example, a phonic search for #Smith will also find Smithe and Smythe, a search for
#Philipp will find Phillipe or Philip but will not find Filip because it begins with a different letter. If
you have selected Stemming it will also find Phillips, Philips, etc. which may or not be desirable
depending on the purpose of your search.

Search Using a List of Names

Many people are not aware that dtSearch Desktop allows you to search using a list of names in a text
file, rather than having to type in names one at a time or having to write a long Boolean search term
like (thisName) OR (thatName) OR (otherName), etc.

If you need to search for many names, simply enter them in a column in a Windows Notepad file or
an Excel file; next from the Search Menu in dtSearch Desktop select "Search for List of Words"
(Ctrl+Shift+W), choose the "One word or phrase per line" option then browse to your name list file.

This simple method may suffice where the name(s) in the files of interest are in a common format,
but to ensure that variant formats can be found use the proximity operator w/n and choose the
‘One Boolean expression per line’ option.

You can view the results directly or export the search results to an Excel file or plain text file for
further investigation later.

User Thesaurus

Where the files, email messages or website pages may contain the name(s) of interest in various
formal or informal formats and may also be transcribed into other scripts such as Cyrillic or Arabic, it
may be useful to list all the variants of the name(s) of interest into a User Thesaurus file.

The User Thesaurus Plus add-on product enables you to quickly create many files containing all
alternative spellings, aliases, maiden names, diminutives, or nicknames and comes with several
sample files.



Searching for Names with User Thesaurus Plus
Genealogy

The names_genealogy thesaurus file will enable dtSearch to broaden your searches to include
common diminutives of personal names.

Often when searching through census records the names that appear may not match the names that
appear on the person's birth certificate, for example a common name appearing on English Victorian
census returns is Fanny, whereas an inspection of the birth certificate shows they were named
Frances at birth, similarly someone registered at birth with the name Francis would often appear as
Frank on the English census.

The names_genealogy file contains common variants for many English names - in some cases the
variants may include common variants from different English-speaking countries, for example
Charles is most often Charlie or Chas in England, whereas in North America Chuck or Chip is
common.
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Symorym file [18 of 32]
[mmple_namesgenealng}rml v] [ |Update

Synorym Groups [9 of 72] Expansion [G]

Alfred Charles
Anthormy

Barbara Charles
Bartholomew Charlie

Beatrice Charley
Benjamin Chas
Bemard Chip
Bridget Chuck
Christina
Dianiel
David
Debaorah
Dorothy
Edward
Elizabeth
Ellen
Estelle
Eveln

Faorence

UTP500 Wersion1.1 (4693)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of diminutives by language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal name
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypocorism



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_diminutives_by_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_name
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypocorism

Cross lingual

The names_cross_lingual thesaurus file gives an example of how you can expand your
search for alternative forms of Arabic names in dtSearch. You can also do the same for
names that have been transliterated say from Cyrillic to Latin script.

Transliteration is where each letter of a word is changed from one script to another, this can
be problematic when one language may not have an equivalent letter in its alphabet, in
which case the letter with the closest pronunciation is chosen which may lead to variant

spellings in the same script in different languages.

Romanization is the transcription from Arabic to a Latin-based script based on the

pronunciation of the word, there are many standards (e.g. IPA, US Intelligence Community)
and this can lead to variants between the target languages as is evident in the sample file.

Refs:

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanization of Arabic

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transliteration
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Synorym file [17 of 32]

' ™

[sample_names_mss_lingualml

- ] [ |pdate

Synorym Groups [1 of 11

Expansion [28]

Colonel Gadaffi

Colonel Gadaffi
@ﬁlﬁ_ﬂ-‘-ﬂ
Moamar Gaddafi
Moamer Gadafi
Moamer Kadhafi
Moamerja Gadafija
Moammar Gadhafi
Moammar Gaddafi
Moammar Kadhafi
Mouammar Kadhafi
Mouammar Khadafi
Muammar Gadaffi
Muammar Gaddafi
Muammar alGaddafi
Muammer Kaddafi
Muamar Gadafi
Muammar Kadhafi
Miuammar Kaddafi

UTP500 Wersion 11 (4693)
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transliteration

Political

The names_political thesaurus file gives an example of how you can expand your search in
dtSearch to allow searching by a person’s name (and possible aliases, transliterations or
Romanizations) or political office.

This form of searching can be useful when searching news archives for example but has the
disadvantage that the office is usually of short duration and therefor the file will need
constant updating if you always want to search on news concerning the current office
holder.
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Symorym file [19 of 32]
[sample_namesjﬂliticalml v] [ |Update ]

Synorym Groups [1 of 11 Expansion [8]

Marmocan Foreign Minister Momocan Foreign Minister I

Mohammad Bin Eisa
e L S

Maohamed Bin Issa
Mohammed bin lssa
Maohammed Bin Eissa
Maohamed bin Issa
Mohammed Ben |ssa
Marmocan Foreign Minister

UTP500 Wersion1.1 (4693)

Refs:

https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/advice/articles/peps/

https://transparint.com/blog/2016/08/01/7-open-sources-to-find-pep-information/

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders-1/

https://www.dtsearch.co.uk/the-blog/blog/2014/april/30/searching-for-lists-of-names-offshore-
leaks.aspx



https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/advice/articles/peps/
https://transparint.com/blog/2016/08/01/7-open-sources-to-find-pep-information/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders-1/
https://www.dtsearch.co.uk/the-blog/blog/2014/april/30/searching-for-lists-of-names-offshore-leaks.aspx
https://www.dtsearch.co.uk/the-blog/blog/2014/april/30/searching-for-lists-of-names-offshore-leaks.aspx

eSearch Universal Desktop Search

eSearch includes all the sample files mentioned in this article:

| Synonym files: Genea IOgy

Sample Names Political

Synonym Groups Expansion

Morrocan Foreig: New... mohammad bin eisa
pulIc () Ao

Rename... mohamed bin issa
mohammed bin issa

Sort mohammed bin eissa
mohamed bin issa

Delete mohammed ben issa
morrocan foreign minister

Cross Lingual

| Synonym files:
Sample Names Genealogy

Synonym Groups Expansion
Bridget New... charles
charlie
Charles Rename... charley
chas
Sort chip
chuck

Christina

Delete
Daniel

S files: ey
“ynonym fie Political
Sample Names Cross Li

Synonym Groups Expansion

Colonel Gadaffi New... colonel gadaffi
walin jano

Rename... moamar gaddafi
moamer gadafi

Sort moamer kadhafi
moamerja gadafija

Delete moammar gadhafi
moammar gaddafi
moammar kadhafi

oK




Use List search

To search using a list of names in eSearch, select Search Settings (Cog icon to right of search
bar), check the Use List checkbox and navigate [...] to your text file that contains the names
one per line. Click OK.

Search Settings

. Use List

| D\ Person-Of-Interest.txt

Stemming Language

() English Porter

) | English

Phonetic Analysis

Synonyms

. Synonym files:

‘ Sample Mames Cross Lingual

The name will appear in the search bar separated by OR and the results will appear after a
few seconds for a long list of names. You can choose File > Export Search Results... to export
all or selected results in a timestamped Excel tabbed .csv, .csv or .xml file format.

Note that eSearch also splits email address on the @ character so that if your list contains a
list of email addresses the word list will display the domain parts (contoso.com) separate
from the email alias e.g. thomas.smith, simply click on any domain or email alias to retrieve
all contacts at the same organisation or a specific email alias at various domains.

As of July 2024 eSearch 1.0 is beta status, for more information or to take part in beta testing or
obtain an evaluation copy see: eSearch Universal Desktop Search



https://searchcloudone.com/universal-desktop-search/
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